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SNL turns 40 and makes good 
and bad impressions during 
anniversary show
Freshmen triplets share 
looks but have very 
different personalities
SportS | 9
life | 7
INSIDE TODAY
partly cloudy
9° / -7°
chance of snow: 0%
TODAY WILL BE
opinion |  6
“
”
Let’s face it; what 
happened in 
Paris could’ve 
happened 
anywhere in 
the world. We 
could wake up 
tomorrow and 
have a similar 
incident happen 
in another 
country or even 
our own.
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viva laS 
vegaS
Club rugby’s successful 
tournament in Las Vegas
By kiNzie sTaNley
contributing writer
College is stressful enough without trying to hide 
a feathered friend in your closet during a room 
inspection. 
Sarah Hollenbeck, a senior psychology and eco-
nomics double major from Centreville, Virginia, 
knows this all too well. While living on campus, Hol-
lenbeck and a few hallmates smuggled a duck into 
the appropriately named Eagle Hall.
Despite regulations and the penalties for getting 
caught, Hollenbeck and other daredevil JMU stu-
dents have chosen to keep animals both in residence 
halls and in off-campus housing.
JMU permits students to keep fish in any number 
and in any size tank, provided that both roommates 
are OK with the arrangement. The Americans with 
Disabilities Act also allows students to keep 
service animals in dorms. 
During her freshman year, Hollenbeck’s room-
mate visited a friend at Longwood University and 
came back with a duck named Tucker, or commonly 
known as Tuck the Duck. The roommate’s friend had 
been raising Tucker with a cat, so she rescued him. 
In addition to scavenging for grass and bugs on 
campus for the duck to eat, Hollenbeck would get 
food for Tucker from the dining halls.
“We would punch at Mrs. Green’s and get salad, 
like spinach, and tomatoes, and kind of seed stuff, 
and feed it that,” Hollenbeck said. 
Tucker didn’t stay a secret for long. 
“We didn’t want to tell anyone at first, but of 
course, like, if you tell one person, because it’s so 
good, everyone wants to know about it,” Hollenbeck 
said.
Even the hall’s res-
ident advisers knew 
about Tucker. On one 
occasion, they dropped by Hol-
lenbeck’s room to play with him. And Tucker liked 
the attention.
“It wanted to sit on your shoulder,” she said. “And, 
like, wrap itself up in your hair.”
In the week that they had him, Hollenbeck says 
Tuck the Duck doubled in size. Hollenbeck decided 
that it would be better for everyone if Tucker went to 
live with her roommate’s parents. A few months after 
the move to her roommate’s parent’s house, Tucker 
waddled away, presumably to live in the wild. 
Hollenbeck’s hallmates also raised a rotating 
group of hamsters that year. She wasn’t a fan of their
see peTs, page 8
A different kind of 
contraband
Daredevil students keep pets despite housing rules
Voting closer to home
ranked competition awaits
Softball travels to Alabama this weekend for the 2015 Easton Bama Bash
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Football 
makes 
moves
Past week brings 
coordinator departures, 
suspensions for Dukes
By wayNe epps jr.
The Breeze
It’s been an eventful week for JMU 
football, particularly on the defensive 
side of the ball. 
Head coach Everett Withers 
announced on Monday that three 
players: sophomore cornerback 
Jimmy Moreland, redshirt junior 
linebacker Rhakeem Stallings and 
redshirt freshman nose guard K.J. 
Ford have been suspended from the 
team indefinitely. 
In a statement, Withers said that the 
three players broke parts of the pro-
grams “core values.” The reasoning 
behind their suspensions is unclear. 
“It is our responsibility as JMU 
football coaches and mentors to pro-
vide an environment that promotes 
learning and growth and provides 
experiences that help each young man 
on our team become a better person 
in our society,” Withers said in the 
statement. “We expect the members 
of our football family to follow and 
obey the core values of our program.” 
Withers said that the status of 
the three players as members of the 
team will be evaluated at a later date. 
He declined further comment on the 
matter and to release a copy of the 
program’s “core values.”
 Moreland shined in his fresh-
man season as a starter, recording 
three interceptions and scoring 
on two of those. He also blocked 
five kicks on special teams. Stall-
ings, another starter, was third on 
the team last season with 80 tack-
les. Ford redshirted his freshman 
season last year and didn’t play. 
see FooTBall, page 10
Plan seeks to increase student turnout during elections with on-campus voting precinct
By Chris keNT
The Breeze
While Virginia Tech, the University 
of Virginia, George Mason University 
and Liberty University all offer on-
campus locations where students 
can vote, JMU falls behind in offer-
ing on-campus residents the ability 
to vote without having to head off 
campus.
Josh Humphries, a junior political 
science major and chair of the SGA 
legislative action committee, is trying 
to make civic engagement and access 
to voting easier for JMU students by 
establishing a voting precinct on 
campus. 
He aims to propose the on-
campus voting location with the 
Harrisonburg City Council in the 
coming weeks, but will first speak 
with the Harrisonburg City Elec-
toral Board. Before the city council 
votes to approve or deny the pro-
posal, they’ll seek advice from the 
board. Humphries hopes that if he 
can sell the board on his proposal, 
the process of approval from the city 
council should be streamlined and 
JMU can join other Virginia univer-
sities in offering on-campus voting. 
“... A lot of our rival and sister 
institutions have voting precincts 
on campus,”  Humphries said. “So 
I think it is only in an effort that 
if we want to be the institution 
known for the namesake of the 
father of the Constitution, it make[s] 
sense that we start doing some 
things to get our students directly 
involved in the democratic process.”
see VoTe, page 4
By BeNNeTT CoNliN 
contributing writer
After ending its first tourna-
ment of the season with three 
consecutive victories, JMU 
softball is preparing to chal-
lenge some of the nation’s best. 
JMU (3-2) heads to Tusca-
loosa, Alabama, this weekend 
to take on Lipscomb Univer-
sity (5-4), the University of 
Alabama (11-1) and the Uni-
versity of Michigan (8-1) in the 
2015 Easton Bama Bash. JMU 
will compete against Alabama 
and Lipscomb twice during the 
tournament, while squaring off 
against Michigan once. 
All the teams in the tourna-
ment, including JMU, made the 
NCAA tournament last year 
and are back with more star 
power this season. 
Alabama, last season’s 
national runner-up, ranks third 
in the nation in the USA Today/
National Fastpitch Coaches 
Association poll. Michigan 
currently ranks fifth in the poll, 
with its only loss coming at the 
hands of the University of Flor-
ida. Florida currently holds the 
top ranking in the country. 
Lipscomb has had a rocky 
start to the season with a record 
of 5-4. However, the team has 
had several standout pitching 
performances from junior Kelly 
Young, a transfer from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas. Young was 
awarded Atlantic Sun Pitcher 
of the Week last week and has 
recorded a conference leading 
28 strikeouts on the season. 
Michigan, on the other 
hand, comes into the tour-
nament as one of the hottest 
teams in the nation having 
won eight straight since its 
loss to the Florida Gators. Two 
of those wins came on the road 
against Florida State Universi-
ty, currently ranked ninth in 
the country. 
Alabama boasts one of 
the best pitching staffs in the 
nation. The Crimson Tide have 
thrown two no-hitters this sea-
son, by freshman Alexis Osorio 
and sophomore Sydney Little-
john. The Crimson Tide have 
shut out five of their 12 oppo-
nents so far this season.
Like Alabama, JMU will rely 
heavily on its pitching staff, 
led by reigning Colonial Ath-
letic Association Pitcher of 
the Week, Jailyn Ford. Ford, a 
junior, posted a 0.47 earned run 
average during the first tourna-
ment of the year for the Dukes. 
Alongside Ford, freshman 
pitcher and infielder Megan 
Good looks to build upon the 
first tournament of her young 
career. She earned CAA Rookie 
of the Week honors after post-
ing a 0.00 ERA in 8.2 innings
see soFTBall, page 10
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assistant coach loren messick-laporte pitches during batting practice. Jmu enters this weekend with a 3-2 record. 
soFTBall (3-2)
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Voting remains open until Friday at 7 p.m. Vote on beinvolved.jmu.edu.
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FOR RELEASE FEBRUARY 19, 2015
ACROSS
1 Explosive sound
5 Outer __
10 Not even ajar
14 “Born to Die”
singer/songwriter
Del Rey
15 Stadium divisions
16 Son of Leah
17 “You’re living in
the past,”
nowadays
20 Flower
celebrated in an
annual Ottawa
festival
21 Move the boat, in
a way
22 Painting option
23 Like a typical
farmer’s market
25 “Gotcha!”
26 “You can’t go
there,” nowadays
32 Peace Nobelist
Sakharov
35 Elijah Blue’s
mom
36 __ de coeur:
impassioned plea
37 “Gone With the
Wind” setting
38 “Whew!”
39 Sit a spell
40 The Pac-12’s
Beavers
41 Ego
43 Citrine or
amethyst
45 “Nobody can go
there,” nowadays
48 A Bobbsey twin
49 Stops
53 Early New
Zealand settler
56 “Something __,
something ...”
58 Bug
59 “Never heard of
you,” nowadays
62 Cinch
63 Sci-fi staple
64 Golf shot
65 Breton, e.g.
66 Band tour stop,
perhaps
67 Building
additions
DOWN
1 Olive Oyl pursuer
2 Eagerly consume
3 One with
degrees?
4 Sauce of
southern Italy
5 Norm: Abbr.
6 Capital ENE of
Custer
7 Prefix with 5-
Across
8 Intercollegiate
sport
9 Lawyer’s letters
10 Moccasin, for
one
11 Man around the
Haus
12 Layer in the eye
13 Considerable
18 Posthaste
19 Escort
24 “Here,” on Metro
maps
25 “__ to Billie Joe”
27 Act the cynic
28 Coming up short
29 Bakery specialist
30 Before, to a 
bard
31 Scatterbrain
32 On the highest
point of
33 Apollo’s creator
34 Pharmacopeia
listing
38 Abbreviation on a
lunch menu
39 Splendor
41 Gastropod for a
gourmet
42 Geochronological
span
43 “¿__ pasa?”
44 Three-time Indy
winner Bobby
46 Transported
47 Favored to win
50 “60 Minutes”
regular
51 Sri Lankan
language
52 What a
pedometer
counts
53 Catchall file abbr.
54 Archer of “Fatal
Attraction”
55 Common face
shape
56 Redolence
57 Jiffy __
60 “Science Friday”
radio host Flatow
61 Greek “H”
Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved
By Robert Fisher 2/19/15
©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 2/19/15
Monday’s puzzle solved
Missing something? send us your events at breezecopy@gmail.com.
/TheBreezeJMU
@TheBreezeJMU
youtube.com/breezevideo
Every “throwback thursday” the copy desk will be researching our print 
archives (breezejmu.org/archives) to take you back in time and see what 
events The Breeze has covered. have a suggestion on what we should 
research? Email us at breezecopy@gmail.com.
feb. 19, 1987
On this day in 1987, The 
Breeze reported on a 
series of winter storms 
that dropped five inches of 
snow on JMU. Sometimes 
history repeats itself ...
Now, who’s down to hit the 
Quad in their swimsuits?!
#JMutbt
nATionAl newS world newS
HIV vaccine 
makes progress
Los Angeles Times
LOS ANGELES — An effec-
tive vaccine for HIV has eluded 
researchers for decades, due to 
the pathogen’s infamous shape-
shifting abilities.
Recently researchers have 
proposed a new method of bat-
tling HIV using gene therapy.
Instead of using a vaccine 
to stimulate the body’s own 
immune system so that it pro-
duces HIV antibodies, scientists 
are bypassing the immune sys-
tem entirely.
In experiments involving rats 
and monkeys, the researchers 
have used non-life-threaten-
ing viruses to alter the animals’ 
genome so that its cells pro-
duce designer molecules 
capable of neutralizing HIV.
Carnegie Mellon 
botches letters
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
PITTSBURGH  — Applicants 
to Carnegie Mellon University’s 
Master of Science in Computer 
Science program are pursuing 
higher education. This week, 
about 800 of them learned a 
tough lesson: You can’t believe 
everything you read.
It’s something they learned 
the hard way after they received 
emailed letters of acceptance that 
were mistakenly sent by CMU’s 
computer science department.
The applicants received the 
congratulatory emails Monday 
morning touting the university 
and the city of Pittsburgh.
The “correction of prior email/
revocation of offer of admission” 
notices went out about seven 
hours later.
Judge blocks 
executive order
McClatchy Washington 
Bureau
WASHINGTON — The White 
House will suspend plans to 
begin giving more than 4 mil-
lion immigrants here illegally 
work permits as it pursues an 
appeal of a Texas federal judge’s 
ruling that temporarily blocks 
President Barack Obama’s exec-
utive action on immigration.
The ruling late Monday by 
U.S. District Judge Andrew 
Hanen throws millions of immi-
grants into limbo. The injunction 
allows a coalition of 26 states 
more time to pursue a lawsuit to 
permanently stop Obama’s Nov. 
20 executive order, which would 
shield from deportation more 
than 4 million immigrants liv-
ing in the United States illegally. 
US, Turkey will 
train rebels
McClatchy Foreign Staff
ANKARA, Turkey — The US 
and Turkey will sign an accord 
to train and equip at least 2,000 
Syrian fighters this year, but 
the two NATO allies have been 
unable to agree on what enemy 
the Syrians will be preparing to 
fight.
Tanju Bilgic, a Foreign Min-
istry spokesman, said the 
memorandum of understand-
ing will permit the training of 
moderate rebels to begin next 
month.
Despite six weeks of talks, 
the two sides couldn’t agree on 
whether to train the Syrians to 
fight ISIL, the U.S. priority, or the 
Assad regime, the Turkish pref-
erence. “It’s open,” said a senior 
Turkish diplomat.
US unlikely to 
step up to ISIL  
McClatchy Foreign Staff
IRBIL, Iraq — In the space 
of two weeks, two grotesque 
executions by ISIL, the first the 
immolation of a Jordanian pilot 
held in Syria and the second the 
beheading earlier this week of 
21 Egyptian guest workers in 
Libya, have dragged America’s 
two most militarily competent 
Arab allies into what appears 
to be an expanding regional 
campaign against the self-pro-
claimed caliphate.
But the deeper involvement 
of Jordan and Egypt in the fight 
against the Islamist radicals 
seems at this juncture unlikely 
to lead to an expanded cam-
paign by the United States and 
other members of the anti-ISIL 
coalition.
Egypt retaliates 
for beheadings
McClatchy Foreign Staff
IRBIL, Iraq — The Egyptian 
government said Monday that 
it had bombed ISIL targets 
throughout Libya to retaliate 
for the beheading of 21 Coptic 
Christians whose murders on a 
beach apparently near Tripoli 
were recorded and posted Sun-
day on the Internet.
The beheading of the Egyp-
tian Christians and the swift 
Egyptian retaliation further 
tangled Libya’s already byzan-
tine power struggle, where two 
governments rule, one in Tripoli, 
the country’s capital, and one in 
Tobruk, near Libya’s border with 
Egypt.
 
Compiled from Tribune 
News Service. 
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WXJM nominated for 
best college radio 
JMU is among 10 schools cho-
sen for having the best college 
radio station at Music Televi-
sion’s “mtvU Woodie Awards,” 
according to Communications 
Director at MTV Jake Urbanski. 
mtvU, MTV’s 24-hour college 
network, is also honoring the 
pioneering college radio stations 
committed to bringing students 
the latest indie and emerging 
music that represents the new 
music vanguard.  
The awards show, which is 
put on each year by, mtvU, high-
lights emerging artists and music 
played on college radio stations. 
WXJM was specifically nomi-
nated for the “College Radio 
Woodie.” 
For the first time, nominees 
will vie for the “Woodies” live 
on MTV. 
The other nominees in this 
category include: Arizona State 
University (KASC), Boston 
University (WBTU), Eastern 
Illinois University (WEIU), Hof-
stra University (WRHU), Loyola 
University Chicago (WLUW), 
Marywood University (WVMW), 
St. Edward’s University (Topper 
Radio), University of California 
Berkeley (KALX) and University 
of Pittsburgh (WPTS). 
University to host 
National Girls and 
Women in Sports Day
On Feb. 22, JMU Athletics will 
be celebrating National Girls and 
Women in Sports day, which 
honors the accomplishments of 
female athletes and encourages 
girls and women to participate 
in sports. 
It will be celebrated through 
a clinic led by female student 
athletes.
Sunday’s event, which will be 
open to girls from kindergarten 
to eighth grade, will include vari-
ous activities in which the young 
girls interact with members from 
JMU’s volleyball, women’s soc-
cer, women’s tennis, field hockey 
and track & field teams. 
The clinic will then be fol-
lowed by the JMU women’s 
basketball’s annual Play 4Kay 
game against Hofstra Univer-
sity and an autograph session 
with the JMU women’s basket-
ball team.
It costs participants $10 to 
attend, which includes an event 
T-shirt, ticket to the game and a 
concession stand voucher. 
This year is the 29th year of 
celebrating National Girls and 
Women in Sports Day.
harrIsonBUrg
Coffee with a Cop 
event to be held 
on Saturday
 
The Harrisonburg Police 
Department will continue its 
“Coffee with a Cop” program, 
according to Master Police Offi-
cer John Langhans. 
The next Coffee with a Cop 
event, which will be held from 9 
to 11 a.m. Saturday at Fox’s Pizza 
Den, will allow Chief of Police 
Stephen Monticelli and other 
officers to respond to questions 
from citizens and discuss com-
munity issues. The event is open 
to the public. 
“We’ve had a tremendous 
reception and interaction from 
community members at previ-
ous sessions,” Monticelli said. 
“These are informal gatherings 
where people express their con-
cerns, discuss issues and learn 
about departmental initiatives 
and activities from our officers.”
Monticelli  believes that 
these interactions are impor-
tant and will  break down 
barriers as well as increase effec-
tive communication. 
“From the onset, our goal 
has been to build relationships 
and trust by improving com-
munications with citizens in the 
community, which is critical to 
our geographical policing effort,” 
he said. 
News
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Candidates for student body president
Make your pick for president
Three candidates deliver their platforms and explain why they should be elected
By PatrICk MortIere
The Breeze
You don’t need to be a political junkie to 
have a say in these elections. 
Today marks the first day that students can 
cast their votes in the Student Government 
Association major elections. Three candi-
dates are vying for votes in this year’s student 
body president election, while the positions 
of vice president, executive treasurer and stu-
dent representative to the Board of Visitors 
(SRBOV) all consist of candidates running 
unopposed. 
The position of student body president is 
essentially a liaison between SGA and the stu-
dent body — voicing student concerns to the 
university administration when necessary. In 
order to run, candidates had to gather 200 
signatures from friends and classmates, 
as well as compile a campaign staff.  
Ethan Best, a junior marketing major, 
is one of the candidates 
for student body presi-
dent. In an effort to make 
SGA more open to other 
organizations, Best has 
proposed a listening tour 
that piggybacks off the 
idea of President Jon Alg-
er’s listening tour that he 
conducted from 2012-13, 
where he traveled around 
the country to hear from 
JMU alumni and friends. 
“A lot of what I’ve seen 
in the past is candidates 
come in, and just people in general come 
in, and they like to talk to organizations and 
then leave,” Best said. “Something I want to 
do is go to various organizations — big and 
small — and just listen to what they have to 
say and what they’re doing. And not even say 
anything … I just want to get their opinion.” 
Best served as SGA secretary for the class 
of 2016 his freshman and sophomore year, 
and currently holds the position of SGA 
representative. He believes that his experi-
ences with the other organizations that he 
has been a part of will prove beneficial to 
the presidential position. 
“I feel like I could be one of those people 
who leads a big change on campus,” Best 
said. “We already have a great atmosphere 
here, but since day one at JMU I’ve loved it 
and I’ve always wanted to give back to it, and 
I feel like this is one of the best ways that I 
can do that.” 
Ryan Windels, a junior political science 
and public policy and administration dou-
ble major, is also running for student body 
president. While he believes SGA commu-
nication has been better this year than ever 
before, he said more needs to be done to 
pinpoint advertising to particular audiences. 
“We put on certain events that are geared 
toward certain individuals, but we adver-
tise them to the student body as a whole,” 
Windels said. “We don’t go to the separate 
colleges, we don’t go to the separate majors, 
we don’t go to specific clubs. So I think that’s 
what we can do a better job of.”
Windels finds that transparency between 
SGA and the student body has improved, but 
people aren’t always attuned to the resourc-
es and information that SGA offers. 
“All of our meetings our open, all of our 
bills are accessible online, you can find 
out anyone in the organization through Be 
Involved,” Windels said. “So I don’t think it’s 
a transparency issue, as much as it is a gen-
eral knowledge issue of what we do.”
Windels believes in more collaborative 
efforts among SGA and other organizations, 
and also sits on SGA’s community engage-
ment committee, which serves as the link 
between the student body and the rest of 
Harrisonburg.  
“We represent what the ideal student is 
looking for — just fair representation, A, and 
B, someone who’s looking out for them and 
having their back in the conversation,” Win-
dels said. “I think this committee will have 
a lot of progress in the future, and I think 
student government is going to be a big part 
of it.” 
The third candidate for student body pres-
ident is Dan Brezinsky, a junior international 
affairs major. He also believes in strengthen-
ing discussion between JMU students and 
the Harrisonburg community, and would 
encourage students to attend city council 
meetings and engage in public forum. 
“It seems as though if students are inter-
ested and actually care about what’s going 
on in the Harrisonburg community as much 
as they do at JMU, I think that’s when our 
voice becomes more legitimate to the Har-
risonburg community and shows that we’re 
actually striving to make a difference,” Brez-
insky said.
Brezinsky is running on a ticket along with 
vice presidential candidate Meredith Park-
er, a junior public policy and administration 
major, candidate for executive treasurer 
Casey Donnelly, a sophomore psychology 
and justice studies double major and can-
didate for SRBOV Robert Smith, a junior 
psychology major.
“It’s really cool to see how many different 
facets of campus we’re all really connected 
to,” Brezinsky said. “This whole campaign, 
and the whole past two weeks that we’ve 
run this campaign, has been unbelievable 
to see the people come out of nowhere and 
just really get behind us and support us.” 
Every year, organizations such as SGA, 
Virginia21 and Dukes Vote! encourage stu-
dents at JMU to register to vote in upcoming 
local, state and national elections. Howev-
er, on election day, students without a car 
must find transportation to the voting booth, 
which is something one SGA member is try-
ing to solve. 
In recent years, SGA elections have seen 
a decline in voter turnout, with about 1,300 
votes cast in 2013 and almost 2,000 votes in 
2012. Last year, however, 2,027 votes were 
cast, and the higher numbers could’ve been 
the result of new methods of getting students 
to vote. 
Junior political science major Josh 
Humphries is proposing that a voting pre-
cinct be placed on JMU’s campus 
— just like Virginia Tech and the 
University of Virginia currently have 
— so students without 
transportation can have a 
say in their choice of con-
gressman or president. 
B e s t  s e r v e s  w i t h 
Humphries on SGA’s 
Legislative Action Com-
mittee, which deals with 
matters of local, state 
and national laws. He’s 
a large proponent of the 
on-campus precinct, and 
envisions the proposal as 
bringing students and the 
city closer together. 
“There has been some tension in the past 
between the city and the university,” Best 
said. “The city has so much to offer us so I 
think a voting precinct on campus would 
have the students feel like they’re more a 
part of the city, and not this barrier between 
the two.”
Brezinsky also supports the proposed pre-
cinct, and believes that SGA can work with 
students to improve civic engagement and 
increase voter turnout. 
“I think as student government, we need 
to be concerned with not only the univer-
sity’s issues, but the state’s issues and the 
nation’s issues,” Brezinsky said. “I think by 
helping to encourage more awareness about 
voting, more awareness about the issues that 
are affecting our state and local government, 
I think is something that would be really 
beneficial for the students at JMU.”
A student can vote in SGA elections by 
making an account on the Be Involved web-
site. Last year, SGA members stood around 
parts of campus with iPads to encourage 
passers-by to make accounts and vote. This 
year, however, they aren’t using iPads. 
Polls open today at 7 a.m. and won’t close 
until Friday evening at 7 p.m. Results from 
the elections are expected to be announced 
late Friday night. Check Breezejmu.org for 
election results. 
ContaCt Patrick Mortiere at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
“We’re trying to bring together all 
different facets of the JMU community 
— large and small.”
“I feel like I could be one of those 
people who leads a big change on 
campus.”
“I think that I’m a strong leader who 
can bring student government back to 
relevancy.”
hoW to Vote
When Where
 7 a.m. Thursday to 
7 p.m. Friday
go to 
beinvolved.jmu.edu
Charleston, 
West VIrgInIa
State of 
emergency 
declared after 
train derails
Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin 
issued a State of Emergen-
cy for Kanawha and Fayette 
counties in West Virginia 
after a 109-car CSX train 
derailed Monday afternoon, 
according to Gov. Tomblin’s 
office. 
The train, which was car-
rying Bakken crude oil and 
was traveling from North 
Dakota to Yorktown, Vir-
ginia, derailed near the 
Mt. Carbon area of Fayette 
County.
“Declaring a State of Emer-
gency ensures that residents 
of both Kanawha and Fayette 
counties have the access they 
need to the resources nec-
essary to handle all stages 
of the emergency,” Tomb-
lin said. “State officials are 
on site and will continue to 
work with local and federal 
officials, as well as CSX rep-
resentatives, throughout the 
incident.”
Montgomery and Cedar 
Grove water intake officials 
are continuing to monitor 
the situation and customers 
are urged to conserve water.
City purchases three 
new buses with 
safety features
Three recently purchased transit 
buses are putting a new techno-
logical development into service, 
according to the city of Harrison-
burg’s Public Information Officer 
Mary-Hope Vass. 
Through a combination of 
federal, state and local funds, Har-
risonburg purchased three new 
Gillig 35-foot transit buses, which 
cost about $390,000 altogether and 
each having a 12-year lifespan. 
While the buses were still in 
production, the Harrisonburg 
Department of Transportation 
was notified of a new bus feature, 
which provides an audible turning 
announcement. The announce-
ment can be made through 
speakers positioned outside the 
bus so that pedestrians and bicy-
clists near the turning bus are 
made aware of its next turn. 
As the bus is turning, the 
announcement says “Caution, 
bus turning,” which is first made 
in English and then repeated in 
Spanish. 
“We are always researching 
new, innovative ways to make our 
buses safer and more visible to the 
public,” HDPT Transit Superinten-
dent Avery Daugherty said. “Now 
that we have the means to make 
the buses more audible, it should 
prove to be a positive addition. We 
hope to add this feature on buses 
that are purchased in the future.”
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vote | New proposal could alleviate traveling issues associated with voting
from front
The voting location would allow students who live on 
campus to vote on campus, rather than going elsewhere 
in Harrisonburg. Humphries’ plan suggests putting voting 
booths in the Convocation Center instead of having students 
shuttle over to the current precinct at Spotswood Elemen-
tary School. At this point, there’s no mention of extending an 
on-campus polling location to those who live in apartments 
off campus.
The University of Virginia, George Mason University, Vir-
ginia Tech and Liberty University have each seen an increase 
in voter turnout, with the Campus Vote Project reporting 2,562 
votes at U.Va. for the 2012 general election, the first election 
where on-campus voting was offered.
Humphries has received support from senior political 
science and media arts and design double major Megan 
DiMaiolo and junior international affairs major Jessica Reed 
on this project. DiMaiolo and Reed are members of the Col-
lege Democrats of America and Virginia21, respectively.
At JMU, students who live on campus and who are reg-
istered to vote have to find their own way to Spotswood 
Elementary School, the designated voting location for on-
campus students.
“I have a big Suburban and I try to shuttle as many kids as 
possible,” Wes Fisher, chairman of College Republicans at JMU 
and senior political science major, said. “We put out a thing 
with the College Republicans, we have people volunteer to 
drive people to the polls.”
In the 2013 state elections, there were only three buses 
sponsored by the Harrisonburg Democratic Committee to 
pick up students by Miller Hall. Three buses and the possibility 
of a lines at the voting center left DiMaiolo, who volunteered 
during that election, bombarded by students asking questions 
about how long the whole process would take.  
“There is only so much money to use for busing, and it takes 
time,” DiMaiolo said. “So if someone has a class in 20 minutes 
they don’t want to go get on a bus that it might take them an 
hour for the loop to go around. So while it has been a great 
resource, it would definitely be easier to have a precinct on 
campus.”
Creating a precinct on campus doesn’t only require student 
involvement, but active participation by the Harrisonburg City 
Council. A vote by the council would officially change pre-
cinct boundaries in Harrisonburg to allow a new precinct to 
form on campus.
In previous elections, the number of college-aged voters 
(18 to 29 age range) is typically low. The Washington Post 
cites only 23 percent of that population voted during the 2010 
midterm elections. Turnout grew more during the 2012 presi-
dential election with a 45 percent turnout in that age group.
In addition, the Campus Vote Project reports that college 
campuses that have on-campus precincts generally see a 17 
percent increase in voter turnout for young adults.
“It would be up to them [the students] to be educated 
on the issues, but that is where having a voter precinct on 
campus would encourage students to look out for the issues 
and to become more educated,” Reed said. “That is like [how] 
our Virginia21 works to educate students on the issues. But it 
is also the students’ jobs to be engaged.”
However, Harrisonburg City Council Member Abe Shearer 
said that an on-campus precinct is probably not viable, as it 
would cost the taxpayers upward of $20,000 to redistrict the 
existing precincts. There needs to be committee action on how 
to even out the districts and analysts would be brought in to do 
these computations, according to Shearer.
Shearer mentioned that prior to the 2012 election, Harrison-
burg underwent a redistricting which cost the city taxpayers 
about $50,000. The city did this to alleviate unbalanced num-
bers in the previous five precincts. The city currently has seven 
voting precincts.
“It would be a tough sell to constituents that represent 20,000 
college students and 30,000 Harrisonburg residents,” Shearer 
said. “It would be hard to convince them to spend that money. It 
is always a burden to go vote. On the convenience side it makes 
sense, but hard to consider on the economics on it.”
If the polling location was implemented on campus, then 
the more than 6,000 students that live on campus could have 
the opportunity to vote.
Current Harrisonburg city mayor Chris Jones favors the idea 
of JMU having a voting precinct, but thinks that students have 
a responsibility to vote regardless of location.
“A student voting precinct at JMU would pull more students 
into the process of local and state government,” Jones said in 
an email. “I believe adding this precinct would build a stronger 
relationship between JMU students and the city of Harrison-
burg especially.”
There is a consensus among DiMaiolo, Humphries and Reed 
that despite the cost to the city, a JMU voting precinct would 
greatly benefit the community. 
“We exist in a partnership with the city and we should be 
trying to make voting easier,” Humphries said.
coNtact Chris Kent at kent2cm@dukes.jmu.edu. 
LEFT: Josh Humphries, a junior political science major and chair of the SGA legislative action committee campaign, will soon propose a voting precinct on campus to the Harrisonburg City Electoral Board. He hopes 
this precinct will increase the number of students who are voting. RIGHT: A row of signs are placed outside of Spotswood Elementary School — one of the voting polls JMU students use — during the 2014 election.
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“There is only so much money to use 
for busing, and it takes time. so if 
someone has a class in 20 minutes they 
don’t want to go get on a bus that it 
might take them an hour for the loop 
to go around. so while it has been a 
great resource, it would definitely be 
easier to have a precinct on campus.”
Megan DiMaiolo
senior political science and media 
arts and design double major
While some shows such as “The Biggest 
Loser” and “My 600-lb Life” focus on the need 
for individuals to lose weight and stay thin, TLC’s 
newest reality show stresses the idea that it’s 
possible to be fat, beautiful and healthy.
“My Big Fat Fabulous Life” centers on 30-year-
old Whitney Thore, a 400-pound woman dancing 
her way through her journey to achieving 
physical fitness and overcoming polycystic 
ovarian syndrome (PCOS). The disorder affects 
her endocrine system and creates insulin resistance. 
Thore’s positive outlook on her life and physical appearance is 
empowering to women everywhere, proving that weight is just a 
number and beauty is really in the eye of the beholder.
“Love yourself. Live fully. No excuses. No shame,” stream across 
the top of Thore’s website.
These words emulate her campaign, No Body Shame, which 
encourages people of all shapes and sizes to love themselves and 
never be ashamed of who they are.
This way of living is seen every Tuesday night when the show airs. 
Thore’s self-confidence is contagious. She proves that your body 
doesn’t define you. Through her show, social media, website and 
dancing videos, Thore has reached out to tens of thousands of people 
to spread her message and encourage others to join her in the body-
positive movement.
“I think it’s important to juxtapose [the word ‘fat’] with a woman 
who does not hate herself, with a woman who is smart and talented 
and has things to offer the world. We so often think that “fat” is 
synonymous with bad, ugly, lazy, stupid, and I would love 
to see the feelings around that word dissipate because it’s 
just a physical descriptor,” Thore told The Gloss, an online 
health and beauty website.
Weight isn’t the only aspect of Thore’s physical 
appearance that she struggles with. As a result of her PCOS, 
she has an imbalance of hormones, causing the hair on her 
head to fall out and unnecessary hair to grow in other places. 
Instead of hiding these not so glamorous problems from 
viewers, Thore exposes her vulnerable side. In one episode 
she can be seen plucking her facial hair. In another, she shows 
viewers what her hair looks like without extensions.
The show’s purpose isn’t just to support those with body 
image issues, but to support anyone suffering with shame. As 
Thore says, “the feeling of shame, whether it be about your 
sexuality, age, your other body issues … is something everyone 
has experience with.”
I think everyone, regardless of size, could learn a thing or two 
from Thore. Anyone you meet could be struggling with some 
type of insecurity and the sooner we can start loving the skin 
we’re in, the better.
Ashleigh Balsamo is a junior media arts and design major. 
Contact Ashleigh at balsamap@dukes.jmu.edu.
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A “walk-a-mile-in-others’-shoes-
before-you-judge” dart to the people at 
JMU who drive to work in warm cars and 
don’t care about the students walking and 
waiting for the buses in the cold.
From a student who’s sick of the unfairness 
of people with cars deciding the fate of those 
who don’t, and wants to stay inside where it’s 
warm.
A “we-know-who-you-really-work-
for” dart to Grand “Jonathan Alger” Master. 
Comrades on Yik Yak made it clear you are 
no longer working for the sinister quad cats, 
but the White Walkers. 
From someone who hopes the old gods have 
mercy on us for your transgressions. You know 
nothing, Grand Master.
A “thanks-for-the-wasted-punch” dart 
to D-Hall for promising chocolate quesadillas 
on Feb. 11 and then not having them.  
From a sophomore who worships chocolate 
quesadillas and has been patiently waiting 
for them and is now never trusting table tents 
ever again.
A “you’re-the-best” pat to the HDPT route 
12 bus driver who saw that our bus hadn’t 
come and took everyone home, even those 
not on his route, because he didn’t want 
them to wait out in the cold during a snow 
storm. 
From a senior who learned a thing or two 
from you about what random acts of service 
look like.
Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
ASHLEIGH BALSAMO |  sophisticated sass
New TLC show does wonders for the body positivity movement
Fat, fabulous and making a difference 
PARAM EKTARE |  guest columnist
Precision Medicine Initiative is revolutionary
Even though mankind has made remarkable 
achievements in medicine over the last decade 
alone, the limit to remarkable innovation has not 
yet been reached. 
 Imagine a man who has just received the news 
that he has an aggressive form of cancer. Instead 
of spending thousands of dollars on a hit or miss 
chemotherapy approach, he gets affordable, 
specific treatment that saves his life. Precision 
medication creates this possibility with its 
effective targeting strategy, acknowledgement of 
supposedly “incurable” diseases and health care 
companies’ acceptance of this style of treatment. 
In his recent State of the Union Address, 
President Barack Obama mentioned a newer, 
more innovative form of medicine that can take 
modern medicine even further. In his speech, 
he introduced the Precision Medicine Initiative. 
This initiative is beneficial to society due to its 
individualized approach to medication, greater 
attention to serious diseases and collaboration 
with health insurance companies to pay for 
targeted drugs.
Even though the term “precision medicine” 
sounds a little complicated, the basic concept is 
simple. Instead of the iffy approach that’s taken 
to combat certain diseases, precision medication 
targets diseases based on genetics and other 
factors that are specific to each person. 
According to the White House press release, 
this targeted approach is meant 
for the average citizen. By taking 
into account peoples’ lifestyles and 
living environments, this targeted 
approach can be very successful in 
the future.
Not only is precision medication 
a new way to treat serious diseases, 
but it also sheds light on diseases 
that are not only terrible, but also 
get no recognition. Cancer is the 
most popular target of precision 
medication. However, cancer is 
just one example of the diseases 
that cripple Americans. 
Bill Elder was one of the First 
Lady’s guests at President Obama’s 
State of the Union Address. The 
White House gave Elder’s story in a 
press release after the speech. Elder 
is a prime example of how precision 
medication not only effectively 
treats diseases, but also how it can help progress 
treatment for diseases that do not get the attention 
they need because they are so obscure or rare. 
Elder suffers from a lethal condition known as 
Cystic fibrosis. This is a lung condition that causes 
too much mucus buildup in the 
lungs, leading to respiratory 
problems and eventual death. 
The lifespan of people who 
suffer from his condition is 
around 25 to 29 years. Elder, 
who was diagnosed with the 
disease when he was 8 years old, 
is now 27 and shows no signs of 
deterioration. Elder’s success 
with fighting the disease is 
due to a very specific course of 
treatment that is unique to his 
condition. His progress has not 
only exemplified the success of 
precision medication, but he 
also allowed diseases with little 
to no recognition to come into 
the light.
A big worry concerning 
precision medication is the 
cost of some of the specific 
drugs used as treatment. Obama’s release of the 
initiative has spurred fear in Americans who don’t 
think their insurance companies will cover them. 
According to an article in The Washington 
Post titled “What is President Obama’s ‘precision 
medicine’ plan, and how might it help you?” 
many health care companies (for the time being) 
are agreeing to pay for these drugs. For example, 
health insurance companies mostly cover Cystic 
fibrosis drugs that cost a whopping $300,000 a 
year. 
Unfortunately, health insurance companies 
have begun to rebel against paying for treatments 
that are tremendously expensive. However, the 
seemingly impossible reality of affordable health 
care may not be far away. President Obama, in his 
State of the Union Address, stated that America is 
seeing “health care inflation at its lowest rate in 
50 years.” Even though there is a long way to go 
with these targeted drugs, a world where health 
insurance is inclusive and understanding of 
specific people’s medical needs is not far away.
The possibility of fighting deadly and seemingly 
incurable diseases more effectively and harmlessly 
is visible in the frontier for future medicine.
Param Ektare is a freshman quantitative 
finance major. Contact Param at ektareps@
dukes.jmu.edu.
The possibility 
of fighting 
deadly and 
seemingly 
incurable 
diseases more 
effectively and 
harmlessly is 
visible in the 
frontier for 
future medicine.
Using individual genetics as a means to find cures for diseases could change modern medicine
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MOHAMD ALKHATEEB  |  guest columnist
Saudi Arabia op-ed 
lacks empathy
On Feb. 2, about a week after the death of 
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia, 
a columnist in The Breeze offered an evaluation 
of both the deceased king and new king, 
Salman bin Abdulaziz. 
In his article “New Saudi Arabian king has 
sketchy ties to terrorism,” the writer blames 
the media for “fall[ing] over themselves” 
and “turning [King Abdullah’s] proverbial 
molehills of progress into mountains.” There 
are good reforms, he argues, but they’re not 
good enough. 
They’re not praiseworthy; therefore, the 
media should stop exaggerating the king’s 
“slight changes.” Instead, they should be 
disappointed by King Abdullah 
and pessimistic about King 
Salman. The latter “will [just] 
continue [King Abdullah’s] 
legacy.” Can’t they just see that 
the Royal Saudi family is the 
problem? 
Royal reforms never promoted 
human rights and never will. 
Otherwise, why would the Saudi 
society suffer so much from 
extremist groups, perpetual 
violence and oppression. It’s 
obvious — the people in charge 
are “horrific.” All we, the American 
government, need to do is put pressure on 
them to reform. It’s that simple. Or is it?
Obvious solutions don’t exist, especially not 
in Saudi Arabia. The writer is free to think that 
if the king has absolute power then he would 
abuse it, but that’s not always the case. Just 
because you have power doesn’t mean you 
have enough knowledge to use it. 
The king lacks knowledge of his people. 
There are political, economic, geographical 
and religious factors to every issue, and each of 
which plays its own role differently in different 
issues. The Saudi society is too complicated to 
be engineered by a central force. Moreover, the 
Saudi situation took a long time to emerge. 
Rome wasn’t built in a day and neither was 
Saudi. 
Cultural norms and political and economic 
institutions evolved unexpectedly and will 
continue to be an unpredictable evolution. 
Particularly, the columnist is bothered by 
the speed of royal reforms. He compares the 
pace of change in the rest of the world to the 
American experience. His oversimplified 
comparisons mix truth and falsehood because 
they assume everything else equal. Saudis are 
changing, and there’s nothing we can do to 
speed them up. Rather, we need to be patient.
American culture has and will always be 
about speed and getting faster. It’s all about fast 
food, fast delivery and “get it NOW” advertising 
— and that’s OK. However, this is no excuse 
for the writer to export his “speed” background 
overseas and impatiently ask for fast solutions 
from others.
The writer’s top-down approach and 
simplistic view of the world are two sides of 
the same coin. First, he disregards the Saudi 
Arabian context from the Saudi Arabian 
societal issues. He, after taking issues out of 
context, calls “Obama, and 
whoever takes his place 
in 2016” for an immediate 
action. 
He, although I didn’t check 
his heart to see if he believes 
this, thinks that he knows 
what’s better for Saudis than 
the Saudis do for themselves. 
It’s wrong to think that one 
knows what is better for 
another. 
Just because the Saudis 
and Americans have shared 
interests doesn’t mean that 
they have shared values. They absolutely don’t, 
and, therefore, his pro-government solutions, 
ranging from the empowerment of women to 
the human rights of political dissidents, are 
misguided. 
King Salman, unlike what the social 
engineers demand him to do, should have a 
long-term vision and a higher wisdom.
Since ascending the throne, the king has 
been very aware of what he can’t do, something 
that politicians rarely do. With absolute power 
comes absolute complexity and it takes 
humility for the powerful to acknowledge 
this. King Salman, following the teachings of 
Islam, knows it. The Noble Qur’an ascribes 
knowledge to God and not humans. 
Realizing that perfect knowledge is divine is 
only the start. The king’s next step is to create 
an environment for complex solutions to 
emerge in our complex world.
Mohamd Alkhateeb is a junior economics 
major and an international student 
from Saudi Arabia. Contact Mohamd at 
alkhatmb@dukes.jmu.edu.
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recommendation of the week
Movie: “Almost Famous” (2000)
“Almost Famous” is everything you want it 
to be. It has exactly what you’re looking for 
in a fiery coming-of-age story: rock music, 
drugs, journalism and love. It’s mostly unre-
quited love, but it’s love nonetheless. It also 
has betrayal and, eventually, redemption. Oh, 
and sex.
This 122-minute movie will take you on 
a journey and make you think about weird, 
deep stuff. It’s full of witty references to differ-
ent bands that are still 
well-respected by our 
generation but had 
already peaked before 
any of us were born. 
It even won a Golden 
Globe for Best Picture.
Also, it features Phil-
ip Seymour Hoffman 
in one of his greatest 
roles. He plays Les-
ter Bangs, an editor 
and unconventional 
mentor to a young jour-
nalist who’s about to 
graduate high school at 
the age of 15. This jour-
nalist, William Miller, 
goes on tour with an 
up-and-coming rock 
band, Stillwater, for a 
Rolling Stone cover fea-
ture. Miller, played by 
Patrick Fugit, stumbles 
upon the band while waiting by a stage door 
on assignment for Bangs’ magazine. 
The character development in this film is 
insane. Things happen to characters off-screen 
that are either just implied or inferred by the 
audience, allowing for the plot to progress in 
several directions. The growth of Miller’s cour-
age as a journalist, his love of the stoically sexy 
Penny Lane and the dysfunctional dynamic of 
a rock band on the rise — all of these stories 
wrap you up and you can’t unwind until the 
credits close.
It’s all so real. You feel like you’re really, truly 
on Doris, the ’73 tour bus. The actors make the 
entire story, which is loosely based on director 
Cameron Crowe’s tours with rock bands, come 
to life in front of you.
You could just say it’s all happening, which 
is arguably the movie’s key 
catchphrase. 
My favorite character 
would have to be Miller’s 
mother, Elaine, played by 
Frances McDormand. 
She reminds me of a 
wise new-age suffragette 
just trying to make peace 
with the world. 
Her love for her son 
and concern for his safe-
ty shows what it truly 
means to let your chil-
dren fly from the nest.
A lot of today’s biggest 
“stars” were in this movie 
right as they themselves 
were almost famous: 
Jimmy Fallon played 
corporate-level band 
manager Dennis Hope, 
Kate Hudson played 
the beautiful, troubled 
“band aid,” Penny Lane — similar to a group-
ie, but a fan of the music, not the band — and 
won a Golden Globe for the role, while Zooey 
Deschanel played the protagonist’s older sis-
ter Anita.
On the next snow day, you should cuddle up 
with your favorite Afghan blanket and go on a 
rock tour with “Almost Famous.”
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Don’t be afraid
Students shouldn’t let conflicts overseas 
prevent them from studying abroad
It took me a few 
moments to compre-
hend the notification 
from the BBC News 
app. There had been a 
shooting at the French 
newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo in Paris. It was 
a city that I’d been in 
just six months ago 
while studying abroad.
Earlier this semester, I went to visit the 
professor for my program, “Paris and Nor-
mandy: Civilization, Culture, Memory.” I 
asked him about how the pro-
gram preparations for this 
upcoming summer were going 
and if there was anything I could 
do to help encourage others to 
take on the opportunity. His 
response was something that 
I still can hardly believe. He 
explained to me that several 
students were forced to pull 
out because their parents didn’t 
want them anywhere near Paris 
because of what happened in 
January.
At first, I thought it was com-
pletely understandable. Parents 
want their children safe and out 
of harm’s way. I’m sure my own 
parents would consider doing 
the same if I was going to Paris, 
but it soon began to leave a bad 
taste in my mouth.
I told some of my friends 
about the conversation I had with my pro-
fessor and I was surprised that they were 
not surprised about it. Some of them even 
told me that they no longer wanted to study 
abroad because of what happened overseas. 
They were scared that the same thing would 
happen in Paris, or even in a different coun-
try. They asked me if I was nervous about 
traveling anymore as a result of what hap-
pened in Paris and if it hindered my desire 
to travel back there, or anywhere, someday. 
The answer is simple. 
No. I’m going to keep traveling regardless 
of what happens in the world. Yes, I’ll be 
careful, but I’m not going to live my life in 
fear.
Paris, for one, is a very large city. My study 
abroad group never set foot anywhere near 
the Charlie Hebdo offices. We stuck to the 
tourist spots, nothing out of the ordinary. 
There were a few protests going on, but if 
there was one, the United States Embassy 
made sure to email us to tell us where and 
when it would happen.
I never felt that my safety was at risk while 
traveling in Paris. The only thing I was afraid 
of was getting stuck between the metro 
doors or breaking my 
back over an overpacked 
suitcase.
However, the Charlie 
Hebdo incident hasn’t 
changed my views on any 
Muslims. What one Mus-
lim did doesn’t reflect the 
views of an entire reli-
gious group.
Let’s face it; what hap-
pened in Paris could’ve 
happened anywhere in 
the world. We could wake 
up tomorrow and have a 
similar incident happen 
in another country or 
even our own.
If you want to travel, 
then travel. Things like 
this will happen regard-
less. Of course, proceed 
with caution and be 
aware of your surroundings, but don’t live 
your life in fear everywhere you go. If we do, 
then we’re letting the extremists win.  
We shouldn’t give up doing something we 
want to because of one tragedy. We need to 
continue living. The world today is a scary 
place, but we shouldn’t put our lives on hold 
because of it. 
Hayley Moore is a junior history and 
writing, rhetoric and technical commu-
nication double major. Contact Hayley 
at moorehe@dukes.jmu.edu.
We shouldn’t 
give up doing 
something we 
want to because 
of one tragedy. 
We need to 
continue living. 
The world today 
is a scary place, 
but we shouldn’t 
put our lives on 
hold because of it. 
Saudis are 
changing, and 
there’s nothing 
we can do to 
speed them up. 
Rather, we need 
to be patient.
Life
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FORTY YEARS OF FUNNY
Saturday Night Live celebrates its 40th anniversary, page 8
Surprise! It’s Drake 
 . . . and he’s brooding
album review
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze
Drake released a surprise mixtape last Thursday night, Beyoncé-style, and 
it’s just as epic as you would expect from the brooding artist. This release came 
in the wake of a short film called “Jungle,” which features Drake pondering the 
cost of fame. It also comes as a precursor to his forthcom-
ing album “Views From the 6.”  But this ambitious project 
deserves to stand on its own, because it represents a tal-
ented Drake in his most vulnerable state.
“If You’re Reading This It’s Too Late,” the title of the 
mixtape, sounds ominous and vengeful. “Going out with 
a bang” seems to be the theme, as it’s heard throughout 
the 17 tracks. In the first song, “Legend,” Drake starts off 
by saying that if he dies, he at least knows that he’ll die 
a legend. Even when people try to shoot him down or 
undermine his fame, he’s still a legend. He knows this 
because he can drop a bunch of songs like he did the other 
night and suddenly he’s on top again and “you know they all sentimental now.”
But this whole mixtape can be described in one line that appears in the fifth 
song, “No Tellin,’” in which he says, “Please don’t speak to me like I’m that Drake 
from four years ago / I’m at a higher place.” Take his word, because nowhere 
on this album is there anything that resembles radio hits like “Find Your Love” 
or “HYFR.” Instead, it’s full of troubled, dark lyrics and beats. In “Energy,” he 
raps, “I got a lotta enemies, got a lotta people tryna drain me of my energy.” He 
also has a lot to say about fake friends that he pretends he likes but his “actin’ 
days are over.”
“Star67,” which features Lil Wayne, sounds like two 
songs in one. This is one of the more interesting songs 
on the album, with experimental beats and an allusion 
to fraud or deception (“Star67” refers to anonymous call-
ing, often used in prank calls). The beat is at first rough and 
strong and he raps about his old life and when he first became 
famous. But then the phone rings and the line gets discon-
nected. The beat slows, turns hollow and Drake talks about the 
hard road he took to get where he is today. Perhaps there’s a dis-
connect in his life in which it’s hard for him to keep in touch with 
the person he was before. But he’s had “these visions of the life I’m 
livin’” and now he’s “blowin’ up, line blown’ up.”
This mixtape displays Drake at his most exposed, with all 
his annoyances and grievances in the open. We can pick 
him apart but in this album he asserts that he’ll be 
going out with a bang, whether it’s tomorrow or in 50 
years. Although Drake has always been regarded as 
a tortured soul with his moody lyrics and demeanor, 
this mixtape goes a long way in explaining why he’s 
that way. The price of fame may have taken its toll on 
him, but Drake isn’t going to let that bring him down.
Emmy Freedman is a sophomore media arts and 
design major. Contact Emmy at freedme@dukes.
jmu.edu.
Drake
“If You’re 
Reading 
This It’s 
Too Late”

Released Feb. 12
All in the family
Freshmen triplets Collette, Bridgette and Allyson stay as close as ever despite the move to college
By JULIA NELSON
contributing writer
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, three best friends with three different hair colors and three different personalities can be found getting dinner on campus 
together. One prefers to dress in preppy pink and 
wear her hair in curls, one likes to give off a country 
vibe with big belt buckles and boots and one likes 
to wear “whatever’s in.” At first glance, it’s almost 
impossible to tell that they’re triplets.
Freshmen Allyson, Bridgette and Collette Yoder 
all decided to come to JMU from their home in 
Virginia Beach, Virgina together after Allyson and 
Bridgette immediately fell in love with it while on a 
campus tour. Collette was considering The College 
of William & Mary, but ultimately decided to stay 
with her sisters. 
“It’s really nice to have them so close,” said Ally-
son. “If I have a mental breakdown, I can go to their 
room and cry and get a hug.”
Allyson is a nursing major and plans being a labor 
and delivery nurse or working in a neonatal inten-
sive care unit. Bridgette is a math major and hopes to 
become a math teacher. Collette is a media arts and 
design major and can see herself becoming a public 
relations professional in Virginia Beach.
The Yoders have spent a lot more time together 
than regular sisters because they are all the same 
age. Their mother used to dress them in matching 
outfits up until fourth grade and they even shared 
a room until high school. They are all used to living 
in close quarters, so dorm life hasn’t been a difficult 
adjustment for them.
“[We] still get that little bit of home with each 
other,” Bridgette said.
At JMU, all three sisters live in The Village. 
Bridgette and Collette are roommates and Allyson 
lives in the same building, which comes in handy 
when they frequently visit each other’s rooms to 
borrow things. The three of them wanted to be suit-
emates, but they’re thankful that they at least live 
close together.
“On Tuesdays, we have our ‘Pretty Little Liars’ 
dates in my room,” Allyson said.
Collette and Bridgette are also sorority sisters of 
Delta Delta Delta. Allyson is a member of Gamma 
Phi Beta and the three sisters have made many mutu-
al friends through their involvement with Greek life.
“I would have hated [being away at college] if I 
wasn’t here with my sisters,” Bridgette said. “I get 
very homesick.”
The sisters grew up playing on the same soccer 
and swim teams, cheering at the same cheer com-
petitions and eventually all cheering for their high 
school. When they were younger, they spent much 
of their time coming up with cheer routines in their 
playroom, on the trampoline or at recess to perform 
for their friends and mother.
“It was always to the same three songs and my 
mom would watch, and think that it was always the 
same routine,” Collette said.
Although the triplets all consider themselves to 
have similar personalities, they each play a distinct 
role in the family and have their own talents.
“In families, they always say the oldest one is the 
leader, the middle on is the peacemaker, and the 
youngest is the baby,” Collette said. “Even though 
we’re 30 seconds apart, that is 100 percent true.”
Collette, the oldest, is known as the “alpha she-
male” of the family, while Bridgette, the middle 
child, is the mediator who wants everything to run 
smoothly. According to Allyson and Collette, she’s 
also the hardest working and most kind-hearted of 
the three.
“I like how I can tell Bridgette anything,” Allyson 
said. “And I like how Collette tells me how it is. She’s 
always straight with me.”
The sisters agree that Allyson, the youngest, is the 
most easygoing and smartest of the three.
“Coco is not much of a hugger, so anytime I need 
a hug, I always go to Allyson,” Bridgette said. “Ally-
son is also more likely to sit down and watch a movie 
with me. Coco is always busy, busy.”
Their father is in the United States Navy and had 
many deployments while they were growing up. 
Disaster always seemed to strike while he was away, 
but the family persevered. The triplets are very close 
with their parents.
“My dad likes to bond with us and run these 
races,” Bridgette said of their father’s favorite way 
to spend time together. “He’s faster than us so it’s a 
little embarrassing.” 
All the relocations have made the sisters want to 
live close together when they finish college so their 
children can grow up to be best friends just like 
they did. They’re also planning on living off cam-
pus together next fall.
With all the moving around, the Yoder sisters grew 
up relying on each other in just about every catego-
ry. They transferred to new schools often so having 
their sisters around helped them navigate through 
all the change.  
“There’s always someone to sit with on the first 
day of school,” said Allyson. “There’s always some-
one there to talk to.”
Just like they are today, the Yoders have been best 
friends since they were young. They’ve always been 
by each other’s sides and never want that to change.
“We’ve been through the exact same things 
together,” Collette said. “So we’re closer than nor-
mal sisters.”
CONTACT Julia Nelson at 
nelso3jl@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Despite being 
30 seconds 
apart, the Yoder 
sisters identify 
the oldest sister, 
Collette (right), 
as the leader; 
Bridgette is the 
mediator and 
the youngest, 
Allyson, is the 
smartest. Their 
mother used to 
dress them in 
matching outfits 
up until fourth 
grade and they 
even shared a 
room until high 
school.
“There’s always someone to sit with 
on the first day of school. There’s 
always someone to talk to.”
Allyson Yoder
freshman nursing major 
and youngest triplet
COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
The good
When I saw that 
Jeopardy logo pop up, 
I knew I was going to be 
entertained.
The fact that they 
brought back the 
classic live sketches, 
revamped with 
celebrity cameos nonetheless, was 
genius. They could’ve shown three 
hours of clip shows and interviews, 
but instead played to their strengths. 
However, the fact that there were 
actually a few montages and medleys 
made me happy as well.
It was the format of this show overall 
that made it successful. It was such a 
perfect blend of remembering those 
classic moments that gave this show 
40 years and a showcase of what these 
comedic geniuses do best — giving it 
their all on live TV.
Above all, it helped us celebrate the 
show. For example, I got to see all the 
best musical performances not just 
replayed, but remastered.
This format gave the fans of this show 
a night to remember. 
Standout honorable mentions 
include Andy Samberg and Adam 
Sandler’s digital short (and here’s 
another of Fallon and Sanz), Maya 
Rudolph’s Beyoncé impression, 
Betty White (just in general) and as I 
mentioned, basically anything from the 
Jeopardy sketch.
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How far is
pheasant
run from ...
REDEFINING STUDENT
LIVING AT JMU.
COME SEE WHAT WE
HAVE TO OFFER!
Outdoor Social Hall
Fire Pit and Grill Patio
Indoor Relaxation Lounge with free WiFi
24-hour Clubhouse with Billiards and 
Gaming Space
Private Yoga Studio and State-of-the-Art 
Fitness Center
Regulation-size Basketball and
Volleyball Courts
In-ground Resort Pool with Towel and 
Lotion Service
Fenced-in Pet Park
Stand-up Tanning Beds
Study Lounge and Group Study Room with 
free WiFi and New iMac Computers
24-hour Starbucks® Cafe
24-hour Emergency Maintenance on-call
Located within walking distance
of JMU Campus
Three Convenient Bus Stops
on-site for easy travel
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
Over the hill
COREY TIERNEY |  media mogul
SNL’s 40th anniversary special was neither the best nor the worst
     When I saw the first promotion for SNL 
40, there was a legitimate tear in my eye. 
     Overwhelmed with joy, I counted the days 
until my favorite stars of the stage and screen 
gathered together for a night of Hollywood 
magic. After a while, though, I started to get 
scared that it wouldn’t live up to its potential.
     Like most things, life included, it managed to 
fall somewhere in the middle of my expectations. 
Not as good as I had hoped, but not as bad as I 
feared. With that, I’ve decided to review it in a 
way that highlights both points on the spectrum.
The bad
If SNL 40 taught 
me anything, it’s that 
oldies aren’t always 
goodies. 
The disappointment 
was found in the 
older (and dare I 
say, overhyped) cast 
members. Chevy Chase was a sweaty 
mess and I can’t even remember what 
Eddie Murphy said in his section — not 
to mention that Chris Rock took twice 
as long just to introduce him.
The Super Bass-O-Matic (where Dan 
Aykroyd literally just puts a fish in a 
blender) sketch, made famous in 1976, 
not only had a malfunction at the end, 
but wasn’t even remotely funny.
Jerry Seinfeld, who isn’t a cast 
member and whose appearance could 
have been replaced with so many other 
greats, did, of all things, an audience 
Q-and-A. He called on Sarah Palin 
(why?) and Dakota Johnson (“why” 
doesn’t even begin to cover it). Some 
people stole the show (Ellen Cleghorne, 
obviously) but overall the whole thing 
felt like a cheap promo for other shows.
Disappointment honorable mentions 
included Kanye West’s performance, 
Kanye West’s contacts, the handful 
of unnecessary Brian Williams jokes 
and Laraine Newmans’ accent on The 
Californians sketch (which is surprising, 
seeing as she had a similar character 
back in 1975).
The ugly
Was it me, or 
did it feel like 
the entire 
cast would 
only get paid 
if they gave 
the show’s 
creator Lorne 
Michaels a shoutout in each 
sketch? 
The amount of Lorne 
appreciation not only took me 
out of the magic, but borderline 
made me sick.
To be honest, I’ve never been 
his biggest fan. It’s kind of like 
when a coach is praised for a 
football team’s winning season. 
I didn’t see that 60-year-old 
white man out there making a 
touchdown. Sure, he’s behind the 
game plan, but at the end of the 
day it’s the players’ responsibility 
to get the job done. 
That’s why, when he’s seen 
as the one responsible for all of 
these great sketches, I get mad. 
He’s not the one who made 
my sides hurt when Darrell 
Hammond (as Sean Connery) 
said “Le Tits Now” instead of “Let 
it Snow.” He didn’t even write it.
I understand he’s their 
so-called “father of the show,” 
but I didn’t need to be reminded 
every three to five minutes.
     Like any SNL event, this one had its highs and 
lows.
     I am, however, overwhelmed with love for this 
show, what it has accomplished in 40 years and 
the landscape it has created for contemporary 
entertainment. 
     Even though I still can’t unhear Jason Sudeikis 
saying, “When you’re munching carpet, don’t let it 
be shag,” I’m proud of these actors and actresses 
who I’ve grown up with — they practically raised me 
on comedy.
Corey Tierney is a senior media arts and design major. 
Contact Corey at breezeopinion@gmail.com.
PETS | Students find 
ways to hide illegal pets 
from RAs and landlords
MARK OWEN / THE BREEZE
Jimmy, an 8-foot-long boa constrictor, has grown over 7 feet since 
his owner got him. He has gone through several tanks to match his 
growth. His current tank is the size of a large chest and is kept in 
his owner’s closet due to his townhouse’s no-pets policy.
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sharp teeth and mean disposition.
After the last hamster died, Hollenbeck and some of 
her hallmates purchased three rabbits for $20 each on 
Craigslist.
Hollenbeck says the smell of the rabbits — named Molly, 
Max and Sophia — made it difficult to keep them hidden. 
On inspection days, one roommate had to keep watch 
while the others moved the rabbits and all of the nesting 
and feeding gear to a car waiting outside. 
“It was a well-kept secret,” she said. “It could have gone 
on if they hadn’t gotten pregnant.”
Sure enough, Max had impregnated his sisters. Hollen-
beck and her roommates sold the rabbits to a woman who 
wanted them for her children. 
Rachel Hollenbeck, a junior economics and engineering 
major and Sarah’s sister, also kept a forbidden pet in Ches-
apeake Hall. Rachel got her cat, Chester, at Sylvia’s Pets. 
“He was the cutest cat,” Rachel said. “He was very ener-
getic, almost like a dog but in a cat-form.”
Chester stayed in the dorm for two weeks until a “poop-
ing” incident prompted Rachel’s roommate to threaten to 
tell the RAs if she didn’t get rid of him, which she did. 
“[My roommate] thinks that he pooped on her bed, but 
I think it was just mud,” Rachel said.
Hugh Brown, the associate director of the Office of Resi-
dence Life, says finding prohibited pets on dorm is a rarity. 
“It’s random,” Brown said. “We do occasionally find 
a pet in a residence hall room, but it is not a common 
policy violation.”
Brown said stowaways have included dogs. 
“Dogs are pretty hard to hide because they tend to 
bark and need to be taken for walks outside,” he said.
Despite the challenge, a group of students tried to 
raise a puppy in their dorm room, according to a close 
friend of one of the students. The dog was eventually 
discovered, and out it went. 
The Office of Residence Life’s guide book cites the 
protection of “the general health and safety of hall resi-
dents” as the reason for the ban. If a resident is caught 
with a secret pet, the owner has 24 hours to relocate it. 
After that, the student can be fined $50 per day until 
an inspection determines that the animal has been 
removed. 
“The punishments aren’t that bad,” Rachel said. 
Off campus, students also find ways to sneak pets 
into their dwellings. While some landlords allow pets 
with additional charges, some ban pets or certain types 
of pets entirely.
One such resident, who insisted on anonymity due to his 
townhouse’s no pet policy, hides an 8-foot boa constrictor 
named Jimmy in a tank the size of a treasure chest at the 
back of his closet.
The snake was only a foot long when he first got him, and 
he has had to purchase new tanks for the snake to match 
his growth. Now, Jimmy is a party staple and everybody 
clamors to take a turn holding the snake.
“[He’s] not as friendly as a dog, but it is definitely pretty 
sweet having a snake.”
Rules aside, is it a good idea to raise pets in a college 
environment?
Sarah said no.
“I don’t think everyone has that understanding of what 
kind of a commitment raising an animal is,” she said. “As 
a senior and a double major, I know it’s too much work.”
CONTACT Kinzie Stanley at 
stanlemc@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Stay Warm, Stay Updated
Follow @theBreezesports on twitter for 
news on JmU athletics throughout the week.  
ClUB sports 
Senior Chris Kunkel touches the ball down for a try in a 21-19 victory against the University at Buffalo. After winning “the Plate”, JMU’s sevens squad is ranked 15th in the nation.
By andrE HaBoUsH
The Breeze
In a trip across the country to Las Vegas for the Penn Mutual College Rugby Championship Qualifier last weekend, Madi-
son Rugby Football Club came back 
with “the Plate” in its possession for 
the second year in a row.
The field is divided into three levels 
of competition; with Cup being the 
highest (seeds 1-8), followed by Plate 
(9-16), then Bowl (17-24). Last year the 
team won the Bowl. 
This past weekend, the team com-
peted for the Plate, which is similar to 
a silver medal.
“We have great speed, which is what 
you need in sevens, and the group of 
players that represented us has good 
athletic ability,” head coach Mark Lam-
bourne said.
Sevens is an up-and-coming style of 
rugby that will make its debut in the 
2016 Olympic games. Sevens has seven 
players on the field and seven-minute 
halves, while fifteens have 15 players 
and 40-minute halves. 
The tournament in Las Vegas was 
a qualifier to play in the Collegiate 
Rugby Championship, a televised 
event in Philadelphia in May. 
“Our goal going [into] Vegas was to 
at least get some recognition, maybe 
not win it, but to do well enough 
that we can involve ourselves into a 
nationally televised event,” Erik Carl-
son, captain, club treasurer and senior 
economics and finance double major, 
said. 
“I think that winning the Plate was 
a solid step.”
The fall semester contained the 
more important part of the season 
that finished successfully, but not 
satisfactory.
The team won the Cardinal Confer-
ence for the third year in a row, and 
also won its region for the second 
year in a row. But the team lost in the 
national semifinals for the second year 
in a row and finished ranked fourth in 
the country. 
“I think most people consider that a 
successful year,” Lambourne said. “We 
consider it disappointing because our 
expectations of the program are high-
er … What we recognized is we were 
very successful, we won by big scores, 
but the competition we played wasn’t 
good enough to prepare us for when 
we went up at the national level. We’ll 
be addressing that for next year.”
Before the tournament, the play-
ers set out to get into superb physical 
shape to improve the team’s ability. 
“Over the break, we had a really 
high stress on fitness and holding all 
of our guys accountable for that,” Evan 
Larson, club president and senior 
international business major, said. 
“Other than that, we put a lot of faith 
in our coaches and what they teach us. 
They’re all experts on the sport.”
The work paid off with the 15 mem-
bers of the team who traveled. They 
celebrated the new trophy and enjoyed 
the competition along with seeing 
some international matchups, which 
included teams from Canada to Fiji. 
“It was fantastic, we got to go out 
and play among some of the best 
teams out there in college rugby, and 
we also got to see all the internation-
al teams play,” Larson said. “We got 
to meet some very important people 
who offered some good advice along 
the way, and pointed out some flaws 
in our game, but also made us a lot 
better.”
The Dukes’ first win of the tourna-
ment was against Lewis and Clark 
College 56-0, followed by a 28-0 shut-
out versus Creighton University. JMU 
ended the first day with a 24-7 loss to 
St. Joseph’s University.
Day two began with a quarterfinals 
matchup against Stony Brook Univer-
sity. The Dukes advanced with a 15-0 
victory. JMU then went on to defeat 
the University at Buffalo 21-19 in the 
semifinals. 
The final game was a 21-19 victory 
against the University of Notre Dame.
This was the first competition for 
JMU this spring. While it may have 
been a strong showing in the end, 
there are still some holes that need to 
be patched.
see rUgBy, page 10
Club rugby returns from qualifier tournament in Las Vegas, looks forward to rest of the season
Get your head in the game
CoUrteSy of madiSon rUgby footbaLL CLUb
By ForrEst dEal
The Breeze
As the old sports adage goes, practice makes perfect. However, 
this often refers more to the physical than mental side of the spec-
trum. Until recently, the JMU Athletics program had no specific 
mental training for its athletes.  
Bob Harmison Jr., the director of sport psychology for JMU Ath-
letics and a graduate professor of sport psychology, came to JMU 
to help formally start a sport psychology program for student ath-
letes in 2008. Sports psychologists such as Harmison work with 
athletes to improve their mental game or overcome any mental 
blocks they might be facing. The role of a sport psychologist is 
to educate others on how to become more mentally tough and 
independent. 
“I work with athletes on an individual level, I work with them 
on their mental toughness, confidence, motivation, dealing with 
anxiety and pressure,” Harmison said.  
People sometimes associate a stigma with psychologists 
and believe people only see them if there’s something wrong. 
Harmison feels the same preconceived notion holds true for sport 
psychologists, so athletes are sometimes hesitant to approach 
them with the fear that others might think something is wrong 
with them. In actuality, many of the top athletes in the world use 
sport psychologists to enhance their mental toughness, according 
to Harmison and head women’s soccer coach David Lombardo. 
“Since the fall semester of my freshman year I have really 
improved with handling my emotion on the court,” Rachel Nelson, 
a sophomore on the women’s tennis team, said. “Dr. Harmison 
instructed me on how to set up a routine in order to control my 
emotions.” 
An athlete like Nelson can benefit greatly from individual 
instruction, but entire teams can improve their mental tough-
ness after working with a psychologist.    
Coaches will typically approach psychologists to help with 
overall team traits. Sport psychologists meet with coaching staffs 
and instruct them on how to instill mental toughness into their 
athletes.  
“I also work on a team level where I help teams establish 
aspects like commitment and dedication throughout 
the whole team,” Harmison said.  
Lombardo says he has his team meets with Harmison 
three to five times a season. 
“We want to build team culture, a competitive spirit 
and overcome any rough patches that either the team 
or a player may be facing,” he said. 
Many coaches lack in-depth knowledge of sport psy-
chology, creating a greater need for sport psychologists 
in athletic training. Over the last 10 years, the interac-
tion among sport psychologists and coaches has led 
to increased awareness. According to Harmison, more 
and more coaching staffs at the collegiate and profes-
sional level are trying to utilize sport psychologists. 
Harmison, for example, holds a coaching forum 
three to four times a year for all JMU coaches to come 
together to discuss incorporating the different topics of 
sport psychology into their programs. There’s a pyramid 
of mental toughness attributes in the field of sport psy-
chology that the programs try to incorporate. 
At the foundation of mental toughness, psychologists 
and coaches try to establish confidence and motivation 
in athletes. Harmison says athletes must have the desire 
to be competitive and improve, but they also need to 
believe they are capable of achieving the goals their 
team or coaches set. 
The next level comes down to how an athlete deals 
with adversity. 
“The adversity phase is where we coach athletes on 
how to deal with expectations that are put on them and 
how to overcome obstacles that come in their way,” 
Harmison said. 
The third and final stage of the pyramid deals with an athlete’s 
perspective. In order to get the most out of their training and per-
form their best, athletes need to stay in the moment and keep a 
positive perspective on the situation.
“Athletes will become frustrated when they are not performing 
well and they don’t know how to overcome their mental block,” 
Lombardo said. “Sometimes they need help with regaining focus 
so they are working smarter and not just harder.” 
In the end, training the mind can be just as important as train-
ing the body. 
“Improvements in mental toughness are not as measurable 
as other physical aspects in sports, but it can make a world 
of difference in an athlete’s performance,” Harmison said. 
ContaCt Forrest Deal at dealaf@dukes.jmu.edu.
Sports psychologist helps balance the mental trials student athletes face on and off the playing surface
Bob Harmison Jr. is the director of sport psychology for JMU Athletics. 
mark oWen / the breeze
WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS
By Stephen proffitt 
The Breeze 
Fresh start: The last time the diamond 
Dukes didn’t come out of opening weekend with 
a winning record was 2011, which happened to 
be their last winning season. However, no one 
should get hung up on this anecdote. In 2011, the 
Dukes opened their campaign with a four-game 
stint at home against Bucknell University. They 
outscored the Bison 91-36 while winning all four 
games. JMU went on to go 42-19 that season, 
making it to the regional section of the NCAA 
tournament in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 
In 2012, JMU opened the season in the Car-
avelle Resort Tournament in South Carolina, 
where they faced ranked Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity, Boston College and ranked University of 
Virginia. The Dukes went 0-2-1, tying with U.Va. 
They finished the season 16-35-2. 
In 2013, the Dukes traveled south, losing both 
games to Coastal in a two-game series. They 
went 25-30 on the year. 
Last year, an opening weekend matchup with 
ranked East Carolina University in Harrisonburg 
brought JMU to 1-2 after opening weekend. They 
went 17-36 in 2014. 
While there’s no real correlation to opening 
weekend success, it’s worth noting that a bal-
anced schedule to begin a fresh slate may be 
good for this team. This aforementioned time-
line notes nothing to the ground of injury or 
youth, two things head coach Spanky McFar-
land has dealt with over the past few seasons. 
Last weekend, McFarland’s final opening week-
end as head coach brought both balance and 
success. Down in Boiling Springs, North Carolina, 
JMU went 2-1, defeating the University at Buffa-
lo 5-4 in the season opener before trading games 
against Gardner-Webb University, winning 9-6 on 
Friday and losing 10-0 on Saturday.
Rookie success: Freshman centerfielder 
Mike Sciorra went 6-13 over the weekend for the 
Dukes in his first collegiate outings. In his debut 
against Buffalo, Sciorra went 3-4 with a double 
and a game-tying triple, also scoring the game-
winning run. He then went 3-5 in the first meeting 
with Gardner-Webb. He earned Rookie of the 
Week honors in the Colonial Athletic Association 
on Tuesday. 
Delay on the home front: Tuesday’s 
scheduled home opener against Longwood Uni-
versity was postponed due to the winter storm. A 
makeup date has yet to be announced. The two 
meet again March 31 in Farmville, Virginia. 
Weekend warriors: The Dukes now set 
their eyes toward a weekend series with Mon-
mouth University. Monmouth fell all three 
games of the first series of its season against 
Dallas Baptist last weekend. The series kicks off 
Friday afternoon at 4 p.m. before they play two 
1 p.m. starts on Saturday and Sunday at home. 
ContaCt Stephen Proffitt 
at proffittjs@gmail.com. 
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Sophomore outfielder Ky Parrott focuses during batting practice last week at Veterans Memorial Park. 
Junior Matt Narzikul looks to make a pass while a Stony Brook defender tries to bring him down during last weekend’s sevens rugby tournament. 
Sam Taylor / The Breeze
from page 9
“For the spring, our sev-
ens program is going to 
focus on playing as much 
[Division I] competition 
as [it] can, but will actu-
ally be eligible to enter 
the [Division II] National 
Championship, because 
we don’t [move up] until 
the fall,”  Lambourne said. 
Among the Division I 
teams that the sevens squad 
will play are the University 
of Virginia, Virginia Tech 
and Clemson University. 
Success is also attributed 
to Lambourne, who cur-
rently lives in England, but 
still hasn’t missed a game 
this season.
“He’s really been the 
cornerstone of our club 
and it was great to win the 
tournament and show him 
that we appreciate what he 
has done for us and much 
he has made us into better 
players,” Shea said.
The memorable expe-
rience was enjoyed by 
all  through its diverse 
offerings.
“The experience for rugby 
was real cool,” Carlson said. 
“You have the United States 
team and teams that come 
from New Zealand. You 
have actual internation-
al managed professional 
teams. It was a real good 
experience just because we 
got to go there, and we got to 
see that there are teams that 
are bigger than us ... that 
shows where we could go.”
ContaCt Andre Haboush 
at habousaw@dukes.jmu.
Dukes prepare for home series
JMU has three games against Monmouth University on the docket for this weekend
rugBy | JmU’s sevens squad will play U.Va., Virginia Tech and Clemson 
SoftBall | Team preparing to play 
two of the nation’s top teams this weekend
footBall | Two more 
coordinators are now gone 
JMU (3-2) is coming off of three straight wins at the Osprey Invitational last weekend in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Daniel STein / The Breeze
CoUrTeSy of maDiSon rUgBy fooTBall ClUB
from front 
pitched in her three appearances in the circle. She also 
hit .333 with a home run, two runs scored and two walks. 
“I thought [Ford and Good] both performed well,” 
JMU head coach Mickey Dean said. “[Ford] put us on 
her back a couple of times when we made some defen-
sive miscues.” 
Dean expects his pitching staff to continue to per-
form well, even against top competition like Alabama 
and Michigan.
“I think our pitching matches up with anybody in the 
country,” Dean said. “On any given day anything can 
happen, but I think our pitchers match up well.”
Despite facing off against some of the best teams 
in the country, the Dukes are more excited about the 
opportunity to play quality opponents and grow as a 
team than they are fearful of possible losses. 
“We’re focused on getting better each week and that’s 
it,” Dean said. “The wins and losses will take care of 
themselves. We can’t really worry about that. We just 
have to worry about how we play, how we perform and 
getting better.” 
The players have taken on the relaxed attitude of their 
coach and share his focus on improving as a team. 
“Hopefully I can just keep doing what I’ve been doing 
and hopefully we can just get better as a team,” Good 
said. “That’s our real goal.” 
This mindset toward their opponents, regardless of 
their rankings, is something JMU players believe will 
lead to success against top teams like Alabama and 
Michigan.
“Every day we come into practice thinking we’re play-
ing the No. 1 team in the nation, which isn’t Alabama 
or Michigan, but still you’ve got to have that mentality 
when you go in there that, you know we deserve to play 
on the same field with them,” Ford said. “It’s no different 
game than what we’ve been playing our whole lives.”
Upperclassmen like Ford and junior catcher Erica 
Field want to set an example for the younger players 
on the team. One way is to focus on remaining calm and 
going through the process even in big tournaments like 
the Easton Bama Bash in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.
“I expect them to be a little nervous,” Field said of 
her younger teammates. “As upperclassmen we kind of 
have to calm them down and show them that it’s no big 
deal, we can do this.” 
Improving on last season’s results weighs heavily on 
the minds of the players and coaches. Scheduling tough 
opponents early in the season allows JMU to get used 
to playing quality teams. 
“Playing this good competition at the beginning of 
the year is the key I think to the postseason,” Field said. 
The demanding schedule may increase JMU’s loss 
total, but the experience against top of the line com-
petition will pay dividends when the postseason 
tournaments roll around.
“We’re always gonna try to put together that sched-
ule that challenges us and not just lets us slide by and 
pocket the wins,” Dean said. “It’s about preparation and 
we have to prepare and we have to stick to our process 
and in the end we’ll be fine.”
ContaCt Bennett Conlin at conlinbf@dukes.jmu.edu.
BaSeBall (2-1)
from front 
On Monday morning, the Daily 
News-Record reported that defen-
sive coordinator Brandon Staley was 
headed back to Division III John Car-
roll University in University Heights, 
Ohio. Staley was the defensive coordi-
nator at JCU in 2013 and is returning to 
the same position. 
JCU officially announced the move 
later on Monday, in the wake of the 
school’s defensive coordinator from 
last season, Chris Shula, moving on to 
become the defensive quality control 
coach with the San Diego Chargers. 
“John Carroll has a tremendous 
track record with people at the highest 
levels of football,” Staley said in JCU’s 
press release. “That’s one of the [rea-
sons] that this place is so attractive to 
work with someone like Coach [Tom] 
Arth who’s played at the highest level. 
To work with these coaches who are as 
good as any coaches in the country. I 
just can’t say enough about how excit-
ed we are to be back.”
At JCU in 2013, Staley helped the 
Blue Streaks make the Division III play-
offs for the first time since 2002. 
Staley’s defense gave up 424.8 yards 
per game at JMU last season, which 
was 11th out of 12 teams in the Colonial 
Athletic Association. But JMU forced 28 
turnovers last season, which was sec-
ond in the CAA and tied for 11th in the 
Football Championship Subdivision. 
“Brandon was a very valuable assis-
tant during this past season at James 
Madison,” Withers said in a statement 
released Monday. “As we move forward 
with the growth of our defense philo-
sophically and structurally, we would 
like to thank Brandon for his service 
on year one of building a ‘champion-
ship culture’ here at JMU. He and his 
wife Amy have many ties to the state of 
Ohio and having the ability to go back 
to Ohio gives them the opportunity to 
be closer to their families.”
Late last week Sports Illustrated 
reported that co-offensive coordina-
tor and offensive line coach Brad Davis 
had accepted a position as run game 
coordinator and offensive line coach 
at East Carolina University. 
The move was officially announced 
by ECU on Tuesday. 
“His attention to detail, profession-
alism and culture of high expectations 
will enhance the foundation we have in 
place,” ECU head coach Ruffin McNeill 
said of Davis in Tuesday’s press release. 
“While Brad has been around posi-
tive environments, his work ethic and 
contributions have made their own 
enduring impressions in programs, 
on and off the field.”
In a phone interview on Wednesday, 
Davis said that he was offered the job at 
ECU on Feb. 11 and that it was a tough 
decision to leave JMU.
“I didn’t leave on any bad terms and 
[Withers] has been a mentor of mine 
while I was here and he will continue 
to do that for me,” Davis said. “He’ll 
be a person that I’ll always look to for 
guidance and leadership ... He’s just a 
friend, he’s a good man, he’s a good-
hearted person that I trust with my 
life.” 
Davis said he didn’t go out looking 
for a new position, rather other pro-
grams came looking for he and others. 
He said he was offered “several” jobs 
while he was at JMU, but turned a 
bunch down. 
“That’s a credit to Coach Withers hir-
ing talented coaches and putting them 
in a position to succeed,” Davis said. 
Last season, JMU set a new school 
record with 6,300 yards of total offense. 
JMU’s 484.6 yards per game led the 
CAA and was 10th in the country. 
“Brad is one of the top young offen-
sive line coaches in the country,” 
Withers said in a statement released 
Wednesday. “He was my first call when 
I got the job at James Madison Univer-
sity. He has a great work ethic and is 
going to do a great job at East Carolina 
for Ruffin McNeill.”  
All three of JMU’s coordinators 
from last season are now gone, after 
co-offensive coordinator and quarter-
backs coach Drew Mehringer left in 
December to become the wide receiv-
ers coach and recruiting coordinator at 
the University of Houston. 
Withers filled that spot in January 
with new co-offensive coordinator and 
quarterbacks coach Brett Elliott. Elliott 
was previously the offensive quality 
control coach at Mississippi State. 
The Dukes will hit the field again 
for spring practice starting next 
month. 
ContaCt Wayne Epps Jr. at 
breezesports@gmail.com. 
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ClassiFieds
End Unit 
Renovated 
Townhome @
CamdenTowns 
+View1000.pm#571-258-7271
Place your 
classifieds 
online at 
breezejmu.org
Apartments for 
1-BR  Downtown,  Stainless
Appl iances ,  Hard  Wood
Floors $595 540-564-2659
http://www.castleproperty.c
om
End  Unit  Renovated  Town-
Home @CamdenTowns +View
$1000/month 571-258-7271
Pet Friendly,  1-3BR Proper-
t ies ,  Hard  Wood  Floors
http://www.castleproperty.c
om 540-564-2659
Homes for Rent
3-BR  2.5-BA  Townhouse,
Stainless Appliances, Fenced
Yard, http://www.castleprop-
erty.com 540-564-2659
Clothing • Household Items 
 Furniture • Books
 
Monday – Saturday, 10-4
 
182 Neff Avenue • Harrisonburg
Accepting Donations of:
Donation Hours:  
To arrange pick-up of furniture or 
other large items, please call:
(540) 327-0402
(540) 217-0337
 blueridgehospice.org
VisiT www.breezejmu.org
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869 B Port Republic Rd • 540.438.3835
CAMPUSEDGEJMU.COM
Rates & fees subject to change.
NEW LOOK. NEW NAME.
THE  COMMONS  I S  NOW
NEW HARDWOOD-STYLE FLOORS •  NEW BLACK APPLIANCES
NEW EXTERIOR SIDING • NOW A FULLY GATED COMMUNITY
CAMPUSEDGEJMU.COM
NEW  LOW  RATE S  @  $ 3 39
+  S A V E  $ 1 5 0  W I T H  R E D U C E D  F E E S
